
Report (2023) 

The last year of our project was about summarising the research and creating, organising and 
launching events closely related to the research (promotion of publications to the scientific 
community, workshops, summer camp, conference, new specialisation in participatory media 
culture). 

 

Research and dissemination of results 

Members of the Minor Media/Culture Research Centre continued their research activities for the 
fourth (last) year. At the autumn conference closing the research, after András Müllner’s opening 
speech summarising the research, and the Anna Gács gave a panel presentation summarising the 
creative roles of filmmakers in Hungary, based on 21 interviews with community and participatory 
filmmakers and an extensive set of criteria (Gács 2023). At the same conference, Sára Haragonics and 
Márton Oblath reported on participatory action research with young people in Siklósbodony 
(Haragonics-Oblath 2023), and Márton Árva on how community and participatory cinema can be 
interpreted as a challenge in the Spanish civilization seminar, and how decolonial critical art can be a 
reflexive critic of the (post)colonial hegemon Spanish-language cultural status quo (Árva 2023b). 
Master’s student Ágnes Bozsó reported on her research based on participatory video method in 
2022, which formed the basis of her thesis (Bozsó 2023b), and doctoral student Éva Gaján (who, 
although not a member of the research team, is involved in the work of the research centre as a 
researcher of the amateur cultural movement) presented on the activities of amateur filmmakers in 
Szentendre in the 70s and 80s (Gaján 2023). Krisztina Varga analysed the exhibition of Kamill Erdős at 
the Museum of Ethnography, which is a new sub-chapter in her doctoral research (Varga 2023b), and 
Gábor Rumann spoke about the possibilities of participation in a self-reflexive way, drawing on his 
own work as a film educator (Rumann 2023). (Audio recordings of the lectures are available in the 
archives of the Minor Media/Culture Research Centre.) 

Márton Árva, Virág Le Mai-Lan and András Müllner, who presented in a separate session with other 
researchers at the 2022 conference of the Hungarian Society of Film Studies, published their lectures 
in 2023 in the film studies journal Apertúra. Márton Árva discussed Andean indigenous realism as 
alternative-community filmmaking (Árva 2023a), while Virág Le Mai-Lan and András Müllner 
discussed the Hungarian aspects of Lionel Rogosin’s films, considered one of the precursors of 
participatory-community filmmaking in global scale (Le Mai-Lan 2023, Müllner 2023c). In the autumn 
of 2023, Árva and Müllner also participated in a joint session at a conference abroad, at the Cyprus 
conference of the ECREA Film Section (European Communication Research and Education 
Association), where the former analysed the decolonising potential of indigenous alternative time 
(Árva 2023c) and the latter on the similarities and differences between Rogosin’s Come back Africa 
and Pál Schiffer’s Cséplő Gyuri (Müllner 2023d). In the preparation of the 2023 conference of the 
Hungarian Society of Film Studies András Müllner had proposed the main theme, and as a panel 
speaker he drew a broad outline of participatory film culture, with a focus on the critical 
performance of identities (Müllner 2023e). András Müllner presented the work of the Minor 
Media/Culture Research Centre at the intersection of community engagement and social innovation 
in a forthcoming multi-author paper (Málovics et al. 2024). 

After 2022, we continued to promote the 2023 issue of Replika, containing five studies and two 
translations by members of the Minor Media/Culture Research Group: after the Gólya Cooperative 
(Dec 2022), in 2023 we held a presentation of the issue at the Szabadkikötő (Pécs) and the Museum 
of Ethnography (Budapest). The latter event was organised jointly with the staff of the Balázs Lippai 



Roma College of the University of Debrecen, under the auspices of the Hungarian Society of Film 
Studies. A selection of the original studies published in the Replika (with the appropriate changes) 
has been published in English in the journal Film and Media Studies, editors of which are located at 
the Sapientia University in Cluj-Napoca (the studies have been translated into English by Katalin 
Orbán). (Cseke 2023, Haragonics 2023, Ligeti 2023, Müllner 2023a, Müllner 2023b, Oblath 2023, 
Varga 2023) 

Education 

One of the key events of 2023 was the continuation of the 2021 Dunaszekcső-Tomor camp. During 
the first two days of the camp, the young people, parallel in Tomor and Dunaszekcső told true and 
false stories, and the two teams sent the stories told in monologue form to each other. Then the 
youngsters met each other in Tomor, where they made films based on the stories in mixed teams. 
The process was therefore divided into two stages: the telling of true and false stories (storytelling) 
and the creative reworking of the stories (film). The young people were able to try out all the creative 
roles of filmmaking and different characters, using the participatory filming method, and to 
experience the transformation of the stories into a film, regardless of whether the basic elements 
were true or false. 

As part of the teaching portfolio of the Department of Media Studies, the bachelor’s degree 
specialisation „Participatory Media Culture”, which builds on the present research project, was 
officially launched in September 2023 (see the list of courses in Communication and Media Studies at 
ELTE Faculty of Humanities). In the calendar year 2023, not only our traditional courses related to the 
present research have been launched (Roma Visual Lab, Participatory Culture and Moving Image - 
András Müllner, The Participatory Video: theory and practice - Sára Haragonics, Participatory 
research methods - Márton Oblath), but also new ones, so from autumn onwards Sára Haragonics’ 
course on participatory filmmaking of human rights can be added, as well as the Master’s course in 
English and Hungarian jointly held by András Müllner and Márton Oblath on participatory 
methodologies and art-based participatory research (Communication as participation). The Roma 
Visual Lab, a university course and open film programme offering participatory themes for the 2023 
season, was again attended by 40 participants this year. In the spring semester, András Müllner 
taught a master’s course in English on the historical aspects of participatory film (Cultural Practices). 

Sara Haragonics continuously gives participatory video exercises to the students of her double 
seminar, so they learn participatory video methods „live” by teaching young people in upper 
secondary school or high school. One of our permanent partners is the project „Future Vision_2021”, 
which uses participatory action research and participatory art to find local solutions for sustainable 
management and social inclusion with the inhabitants of Siklósbodony in Baranya County. Partners: 
Association for Siklósbodony, Parforum Nonprofit Ltd (in the frame of Platform Art program), ESSRG 
Ltd (ESSRG YOUCount - Empowering Youth And Cocreating Social Innovations And Policymaking 
Through Youth-Focused Citizen Social Science). (This collaboration is due to the overlap between the 
researchers, as the lead researcher of „Future Vision_2021” is Márton Oblath, who is also a member 
of Minor Media.) In addition, in 2023, several weekend film workshops were held with the students, 
led by Sári Haragonics, where they shot one- or two-minute playful clips, reports and interviewed 
each other. Locations in 2023: Mágocs and Istvándi (in collaboration with Solution for Safety 
Foundation). As part of her Master’s thesis, Ágnes Bozsó taught film classes to 6-8 high school 
students at Gandhi High School, every week between September 2022 and January 2023. Based on 
this workshop and research, the first thesis using the participatory video method was written and 
defended by the author in June 2023, and the results were presented at the closing conference of 
the present research (Bozsó 2023a). 



Applications 

We were able to organise the 2023 summer camp partly thanks to the consortium cooperation 
(Visegrad Fund, consortium leader: NaFilM - Czech Film Museum), which has been running for the 
third year in a row. During the year, we submitted a proposal to the Union Values Programme 
through the Media Universalis Foundation, registered at the ELTE Department of Media and 
Communication, which we were awarded, so we can continue with participatory film projects for the 
next two years. (Union Values) 

Positions 

In 2023, the final year of the research, with the permission of the National Research, Development 
and Innovation Office, there was a change of status, with Krisztina Varga’s researcher half-time 
position being taken by Sára Haragonics and Sára Haragonics’ non-researcher half-time position 
being taken by Györgyi Horváth, who is responsible for the administration of the project. 
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